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St. MATTHEW XXV. 13. 


Watch therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour, wherein the 


Son of man cometh, 


HE church is ſtill preparing our 
— * minds for the ſecond advent of 
oo N Lord. He is to ag 
— lorious majeſty to 
judge both the the * the dead; and be- 

E we know that he certainly will come, 
and yet are uncertain about the preciſe time 
of his coming, we ought therefore to be al- 
ways ready. And this temper of mind zs 
recommended to us in the text, wherein the 
judge himſelf requires us to watch, becauſe 
we know neither the day nor the hour, 
wherein he will come to judgment. 

The words are of the parable of the 
ten virgins, who ſet out to meet the bride- 
groom, and while * tarried they all ſlum- 
bered and ſlept. But at midnight he came 
—_ ed, "a the five wiſe virgins, who 
had pt the oil of Aras burning bright i O 
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their lamps, were ready, and went in with 
him into the marriage, and the door was 
ſhut. Afterward came the five fooliſh vir- , 


Fins, who had been ſeeking to buy oil at a 


time, when it ſhould have been burning the 
brighteſt in their lamps, ſaying Lord, Lord, 
open to us. But he anſwered and faid, 
Verily I fay unto you, I know you not. 
Chriſt's K from hence is, that we 
ſhould be always watchful, becauſe we know 
not when the bridegroom will come. Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour, wherein the Son of man cometh. Be 
always prepared and ready to meet me, 
leaſt I ſhould ſurprize you in your fins, and 
the door of mercy ſhould be ſhut againſt 
you. Remember that I have the key of 
David, and if I open, no man ſhutteth, and 
if I ſhut, no man openeth. If I ſhut the 
door of mercy againſt you, it cannot be 
opened, but you will be delivered over to 
tormentors, to dwell with them in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimſto 
for ever and ever. ab 


In the words then, we have fe, A duty 
enjoined, which is watchfulneſs — watch 
therefore. And 


' Secondly, A particular reaſon to enforce it, 
becauſe ye know neither the day nor the hour, 
wherein the Son of man cometh. 


And 
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And while I am opening theſe particulars, 
I hope the Spirit of God will open your 
hearts to receive inſtruction from them. 
May he keep every vain and wandering 
thought out of your minds, and make you 
watchful indeed, while I am recommending 
watchfulneſs, 

Firſt, From the authority of our Lord's 
command, watch therefore. I define watch- 
fulneſs to be that ready and prepared tem- 
per of mind, with which the believer is al- 
ways waiting for his being called out of this 
world. He watches and is ready and pre 
red, becauſe he knows that he ſhall be called 
ſoon. If no judgment ſhould cut him off 
before he reach to the full age of man, yet 
he ſees death approaching; and put it at the 
greateſt diſtance, yet the eye of faith can 
bring it near : for what are threeſcore years 
and ten ? Compared with eternity they are 
but a mere point of time. All men know 
this truth, but the believer alone knows it 
practically. He has learnt the true value 
of this ſhort life, and is aſſured that it can- 
not be long, before he muſt enter into the 
eternal world. He is convinced of the vaſt 
importance of being ready and prepared for 
his great change, becauſe death will fix his 
condition for ever and ever, either in happi 
neſs or miſery ; and therefore he reſolves with 
holy Job, All the days of my appointed time 
will T wait till my change come (Job xiv. 14.) 
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He will wait all the days of his appointed 
time, leaſt death ſhould ſurpri 


ize him. He 
knows that the ſting of death is fin, and 
conſequently he — againſt ſin, that 
whenever death comes, it may come un- 
armed of its ſting, and therefore without 
any power to hurt or terrify. Sin is his 
moſt deadly enemy, becauſe it ſtired up all 
his other enemies againſt him; he is in arms 
and at open war againſt it — he is ever 
upon his guard — and he does not truſt to 
bis own ſtrength, but he takes to himſelf 
the whole armour of God, that he 


B48 
the glad tidings of everlaſting peace. 
No perſon can watch in this 3 but 
the chriſtian, and I make it the pr 
E of the definition of n 
is the readineſs and preparation, where- 
with the believer always waits for his be 
called out of this world. This watchful- 


ing 
is impodlible to watch. The unbe- 

lever denies the matter of fact, upon which 
watchfulneſs is grounded. Chrifk's s coming 
in the glory of the Godhead to * 
es 
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makes no part of his creed. And every ſin- 
ner who its the fact muſt fear and dread 
Chriſt's ing, and can have no motive to 


for it, until he believe, that the al- 


rought in 
by the operation of the holy Spirit, who 
them joy and peace in beheving. He 
abroad the love of God in their hearts, 


2 i 

but a ray the ſoul 4 
at preſent brings with it ſuch pure and fpi 4 
ritual delight, as makes all the joys of ; 
world fade away into ing, yea even to | 
become vanity itſelf. Ther happy 2 | 
| e 7 
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he who deſires to watch — more happy the 
believer who loves to watch — but thrice 
happy is that faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom 
his Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 
This is the true goſpel watchfulneſs ; it is 
made up of. the active graces of faith, and 
hope, and love, which keep the chriſtian 
ſoldier always upon the alarm, leaſt his im- 
8 enemies, who are ever waiting for 
is deſtruction, ſhould ſurprize him. And 
among what ſet of men ſhall we find this 
watchful ſpirit? Look around the world, 
and ſce who they are, that are waiting for 
their Lord's coming, with watchfulneſs and 
prayer. Alaſs! their number 1s very ſmall. 
The generality of men profeſſing chriſtianity 
live careleſs and unconcerned about their 
ſalvation : and careleſs ſinners do no more 
watch, than a man faſt aſleep can be ſaid to 
be watchful. Careleſſneſs is the very con- 
trary temper to watching, and careleſſneſs in 
ſin is directly oppoſite to chriſtian watchful- 
neſs: for ſin makes the ſoul as unfit to 
watch, as drunkenneſs does the body, and 
to be careleſs in fin lulls the ſoul faſt aſleep. 
And in this condition the Judge, whenever 
he comes, ſurprizes finners. He finds them 
funk down into the dead fleep of fin, when 
they ſhould have been watching and pray- 
ing againſt fin, and they do not even dream 
of his coming. As it was in the days be- 
fore the flood, though the Lord's prophet 
| admoniſhed 
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admoniſhed them of their danger, yet they 
went on eating, and drinking, marrying, and 
iving in marriage, until the flood came and 
ſwept them all away: fo ſhall it be, when 
the Son of man cometh ; he will find care- 
leſs ſinners in the ſame ſtate, neither watch- 
ing nor prepared. If you look at their par- 
ticular tres you will ſee how each indifpe- 
ſes them for watching. How can the glut- 
ton watch ſtupified with meat, and the 
drunkard intoxicated with drink ? The one 
will be taken while he is dozing and ſleep- 
ing under the load of an overcharged ſto- 
mach, and the other while he is dead drunk, 
and their filthy ſouls and bodies will appear 
in this ſhocking condition before the all-pure 
God. The worldly minded man, whatever 
worldly obje& his heart be ſet upon, cannot 
watch. Take heed of the cares of this life, 
ſays the Judge himſelf. We ought to take 
great® heed, leaſt they ſhould- get too- much 
room in our hearts, becauſe the love of this 
_ prefent world is inconſiſtent with watching 
and preparing for the eternal world. The 
prophane {wearer can have no thoughts of 
watching. He defies God, and is ſo ſecure 
in his curſing and ſwearing, that he is not 
afraid to call for damnation. He prays all 
the day long, and earneſtly too, that his 
poor ſoul may be damned. If God ſhould 
hear his prayers, what will become of him ? 
How can he eſcape, when the Lord cometh 
B wn 
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with ten 2 of his 5 7 to execute 
judgment u „and to call ungodly ſin- 
8 an . for the hard * ) 
which they had ſpoken againſt him? The 
whoremonger and adulterer cannot watch. 
Their impure ſouls are enſlaved to unholy 
and beaſtly luſts, which indiſpoſe them for 
watching. Whenever Chriſt comes, he will 
ſurprize them : for the immutable decree is 


gone out of his mouth — TUhozemongers 
and adulterers God will judge, but they 
live ſecure in their fins, and have no con- 
cern about being called to judgment, there- 
fore he will come in a day when they look 
not for him, and in an hour, that they are 
not aware of, Surely you will not ſay that 
any of theſe men watch, unleſs it be for their 
own deſtruction. And as to the other 
lovers of pleaſure they are afraid of Chriſt's 
coming, and therefore it is impoſſible they 
ſhould watch for it. The love of pleaſure 
is the characteriſtic of this age. It is ſeen in 
nothing ſo much as in the madneſs with 
which men are running at this very time 
after public diverſions. The play-houſes are 
— The opera- houſe is full of the 
politeſt company. Balls and conſorts in- 
creaſe every day. The effects of carding 
and gaming are felt every where. The 
ſpirit of pleaſure is gone forth, and has 
ſeized all orders of men from the higheſt to 
the loweſt. Now are any of theſe people 


watching? 
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watching? Are they waiting for Chriſt's 
coming, who are ſeeking- to pleaſe them- 
ſelves ? And when he comes, will he delight 
to find his ſervants taken up with diverſions, 
and their hearts ſet upon purſuing them ? 
-Certainly this is not the Spirit of chriſtian 
watchfulneſs, which he recommended and 
enjoyned to all his diſciples: for they can- 
not be prepared to enjoy happineſs with 
him, while the love of diverſion is the ruling 
paſſion of their ſouls : And it is certainly the 
ruling paſſion, - when they are ſo abſolutely 
fix d upon their pleaſures, that no divine 
viſitation, no remarkable providence can 
move them. Though they ſee the finger of 
God viſible in his judgments, yet they take 
no warning. Neither wars, nor ence, 
no public calamity, no earthquake, how- 
ever dreadful, even if it deftroy cities, and 
lay waſte kingdoms; no earthquake, be it 
ſuch as never was before, fince God made 
man upon the earth : for we have no ac- 
count in hiſtory of the ſea and the land 
ſhaking and trembling for thouſands of 
miles at the ſame time, as they did in the 
late earthquakes, none of theſe divine viſita- 
tions can awaken the lovers of pleaſure from 
their ſpirit of ſlumber, God calls upon 
them by all theſe providences, but they hear 
him not. The more loudly he calls, the 
more do they harden their hearts and fink 
the deeper into their pleaſures ; and the more 
| 83 loudly 
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loudly his miniſters call, they fret and rage 
the more at theſe troublers of Mael. And 
if conſcience at any time begin to grow un- 
eaſy, they fly for relief to the world and its 
amuſements. The play-houſe is the general 
place of refuge, where they go to quiet con- 
ſcience, and to lull it aſleep. This brings 
together that vaſt crowd, which daily fre- 
quents the play-houſe, and which fills every 
part and corner of it from top to bottom. 
And yet theſe very perſons, who would not 
go to a play, unleſs they knew it would be 
a full houſe, are very angry at a full church ; 
nay oy angry that they will not come to 
church, if it be full; nay fo exceedingly an- 
, that I know ſome of them, who think 
miniſter ſhould be ſtarved, and they will 
do what they can to ſtarve him, who hap- 
pens to have a crowded congregation, I 

mention this with great concern, it 
ſhews by what ſpirit theſe men are actuated, 
who rejoice in a full play-houſe, but fret and 
rage with malice at a full church. What 
ſpirit is this, that is pleaſed to ſee the devil's 
bouſe crowded, and is vexed to ſee the houſe 
of God filled ? Is the play-houſe then a fitter 
place to watch in, than the church? And are 
they in the proper poſture of watchfulneſs, 
who are fitting and delighted to the ſoul to 
ſe a filthy play ated, and if they ſhould be 
called out of the world in the midſt of one of 
theſe lewd ſcenes, would their minds be in a 
1 proper 
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oper temper to appear before God? Nread- 
fal yp to chin. what their condition would 
be, who ſhould come reeking hot out of the 
play-houſe, with an imagination full of lewd 
ideas, and indulging and enjoying them, 
and in this deteſtable impurity to ſtand at 
God's tribunal. Whenever you go to the 
Play, ou do not know but this may happen, 
and if it ſhould happen, you die in the very 
act of fin, and you are loſt for ever. Oon- 
fider this, and lay it to heart, all ye whe 
are lovers of pleaſure, more than lovers of 
God. Be convinced that the way of plea- 
ſure is the very reverſe of chriſtian watch. 
' fulneſs, and therefore unleſs you prefer time 
to eternity, now ſhake off the of 
fin, and begin to watch. Suppoſe Chriſt 
ſhould come this night, and this city ſhould 
be deſtroyed, as Liſbon was, by an earth- 

uake, confider what the conſequence would 
if you ſhould be found unprepared. If 
you live in the open breach of God's com- 
mandments, gf pa are running greedily after 
pleaſure, nay if you are but careleſs and un- 
concerned about the ſtate of your ſouls, you 
will not be found watching. The judge 
has commanded you to watch, and this 
command is as much your duty as any of 
the * commandments, nay more, becauſe 
you keep them to no e, unleſs you 
keep them with pet xy pit. If Chriſt 
ſhould come, when you are not waiting Ea 
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him with faith and love, he will find you 
neglecting his advice, and deſpiſing his ad- 
monitions, and cry ever ſo loud for mercy, 
Lord, Lord, open to us, then it will be too 
late ; the door of mercy will be ſhut for 
ever, and he will declare, I never knew 
_ Where will be your portion, when 
eaven is ſhut againſt you? Where, but in 
everlaſting burnings, in torments that know 
no intermiſſion, no end? Watch therefore, 
becauſe ye know neither the day nor the hour, 
wherein the Son of man cometh. And the 
reaſon here given for watchfulneſs, becauſe 
we are uncertain of the preciſe time of 
Chriſt's coming, is the ſecond particular to 

be conſidered. 
You have heard, wherein the chriſtian 
watchfulneſs conſiſts, and how oppoſite it is 
to carelefineſs in fin, becauſe it watches 
againſt all fin, as the chief enemy that 
would make us unprepared for our Lord's 
coming. To be always watchful, is the be- 
lievers character. He watches againſt every 
thing that may indiſpoſe him for meeting 
his Lord with joy, againſt fin, againſt plea- 
ſure, particularly __ the pleaſures of 
ſenſe, remembering the command of Chriſt, 
Take heed unto yourſelves, leaſt at any 
time your hearts ſhould be overcharged with 
ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and the cares of 
this life, and ſo that day ſhould come upon 
you unawares. The believer takes heed: 
not 
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not to fall into theſe fins ; he ſets faith and 


love to watch againſt them, and puts them 
upon watching with greater vigilance, leaſt 
that day ſhould come upon him unawares. 
Watch therefore, becauſe ye know neither the 
day nor the hour, wherein the Son of man 
cometh. This motive works ſtrongly u 

the believer. He is certain that Chriſt will 
come, and being uncertain of the time, he 
knows not how ſoon it may be, and there- 
fore he watches always. He conſiders him- 
ſelf as fix'd upon a certain ſtation, where he 
muſt ſtand upon guard and do his duty, 
until he be called off and relieved. While 


he is upon this poſt, he is to watch. If 


the centinel leave his ſtation, or fall aſleep 
upon it, you know what puniſhment is his 
due. And will not a greater puniſhment be 
your due, whoſe eternity depends upon your 
watching, and yet you cannot watch one 
hour, no, not for the fake of eternal happi- 
neſs ? Your own conduct in civil affairs will 
riſe up in rr gment againſt your careleſſneſs 
in your ſpiritual : for we are now appre- 
henſive of an invaſion from that faithleſs 
people, whom God ſuffers to be a ſcourge 
to the reſt of Europe, and our army is upon 
the coaſt watching their landing. Now if 
all the centinels ſhould fall faſt aſleep, and 
the French ſhould land unobſerved and 
without oppoſition, I a to every honeſt 
1 . what 1 hn © theſe 


traitors ? 
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traitors ? If the court martial ſhould ſen- 

tence every one of them to be ſhot, I ſup- 
poſe, no- lover of his country would think 
this puniſhment too ſevere. I am ſure 
the believer would not, becauſe he would 
think himſelf deſerving of death, and knows 
that he cannot — it, if he leave off 
watching. But he will not leave off, be- 
cauſe: he loves to watch. His heart and his 
affections go along with his d Love is 
active and vigilant. It will keep hi awake: 
for he does not watch againſt an enemy, 
but waits for a friend. He watches to meet 
his beloved Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
who has promiſed to come to judgment 
y, and has commanded his faithful 
to watch, and has ſpurred them on 
to greater vipilance, by aſſuring them that 
the day of judgment ſhall come as a ſnare, 
and as x thief in the night, upon all them 
that dwell in the world. And though it 
come unexpected, ” of it ſhall not find the 
believer unprepared. The uncertainty of 
the time will not weaken his belief of the 
inty of the fact, but will be a power- 
fuF motive to ſpar. him on to be always 
and praying, that he may be ac- 
— e tb eſcape all thoſe things 
that are to come to — at the laſt day. 
And thus he fulfils Te watch 
· nei the day nor the 

2 — Sox of man” cometh. * 
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Men and brethren, let me ſpeak freely 
unto you concerning this ſcripture. It is of 
great and of eternal importance, and you 
ought to examine your hearts, and ſee how 
it operates in your lives. Are you then 
watching? And do you watch the more 
carefully, becauſe ye know neither the day 
nor the hour, wherein the Son of man com- 
eth? Look around you, and confider your 
fituation. You are upon the verge of eter- 
nity. The joys of heaven and the torments 
of hell are before you. And you are not 
ſure of a day longer to provide for them. 
Time flies. Death approaches. Behold the 
Judge ſtandeth before the door. The late 
extraordinary providences proclaim his near 
approach. BY the — cr theſe his har- 
bingers and fore-runners he ſpeaks aloud, 
ſurely I come quickly. In a moment you 
may meet him in judgment. And is all this 
nothing to you ? Will it be the ſame thing 
to you, whether you live in heaven or in hell 
for ever? Certainly eternal torment cannot 
be a defirable thing, and how then do you 
quiet your conſciences, while you are in dan- 
ger of it? If you are going on careleſs in your 
fins you cannot eſcape it. And how can 
the devil delude you ſo far, and give you ſuch 
ſtupifying opiates, that you either do not ſee, 
how near you are to everlaſting miſery, or 
elſe do not fear it ? Your caſe is almoſt deſpe- 
rate ; may the eternal Spirit open your eyes 

to 
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to ſee it, before it be too late. God has 
commanded you to watch, you do not 
watch. He has required you to be always. 
ready, you are not ready, He has threatned 
to come in a day, when ye look not for him, 
and you go on careleſs in your fins, neglect- 
ing his threatnings. He is now alarming a 
careleſs world with his judgments, but 
make no impreſſion upon you. He bas ſent 
war and peſtilence to rouſe you out of your 
„you are not alarmed, He has ariſ- 
en ta ſhake terribly the earth, you are not 
moved. He has <8. to take vengeance on 
a guilty race, and has puniſhed them with a 
moſt exemplary deſtruction, but LN are not 
affected. He overthrown large and 
ulous cities, which are now nothing thing but 
of poof mls xe ruin, all this makes 


n upon you. Although many 


Se r their inhabitants be buried un- 


der the ruins, yet you neither feel for your- 
ſelves, nor for or your fellow creatures, whom 
vengeance ſuffered not to live. Oh hardened 
inſenfible ſinners ! your hearts are more ob» 
durate than the nether mill-ftone : for what 
could the almighty God do more to alarm 
you, than he has done? And yet how few 
of you are alarmed ? This — ſtupidity 
and 2 of your hearts will ſoon bring 
down ſome heavy calamity upon you: for if 
you ſtill return to your fins, refuſing to re- 
8 although you ſee the arm o 18 0 


CEE CEC CEEE_CLLCST SR MC DEER ad ee eb 


this may never ha 


1191 


lifted up to deſtroy impenitent ſinners, what 
can you expect but that it ſhould fall next 
upon your guilty heads, and that you, who 
would not cry for mercy at ſuch a time as 
this, ſhall receive judgment without mercy? 
And of this be ye aſſured, that the longet 
metcy withholds the blow, the heavier will it 
fall, when the long ſuffering of God is wea- 
ried out, and his almighty juſtice comes to 
be glorified in your deſtruction. Oh that 
n, but that he may be 
glorified in your falvation. May he give you 
race no longer to abuſe his goodneſs and 
bearance, but now to leave your fins, and 
while his judgments are in the earth to learn 
righteouſneſs, that you may receive juſtifica: 
tion to life by the all- perfect tighteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 
Happy will it be for you and me, if by 
any means 1 may prevail with you to flee 
from the wrath to come. God is now 
r you. He calls aloud to you 
y various judgments to repent. And i is 
my hearts defire to ſecond his call, and to 
be uſeful under him in ſtiring you up to 
| I think the miniſters of the 
goſpel cannot be too earneſt and importunate 
at ſuch a time as this. When God is plead- 
mg powerfully with finners, and yet we 
ſee them ſleeping on in ſecurity, ſurely we 
ſhould then cry aloud and ſpare not. The 
heavier the ſpirit of ſlumber is upon _ 
C 2 5 
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the more pains ſhould we take to awaken 
them. And 
It is indeed amazing to ſee how hardened 
and inſenſible mankind are under theſe re- 
markable providences, with which the world 
is now viſited, None of theſe have moved 
them. . This ſtrange ſtupidity is an evident 
ſign of their total corruption, and is the fore- 
runner of their total deſtruction. Mercies 
have been long tried, but in vain. Now the 
Almighty tries his terrors, and ſtill in vain. 
Neither his mercies nor judgments can awak- 
en them. They will not break off their 
favourite fins and pleaſures, no not when 
they ſee his glittering ſword drawn, and 
cutting off many thouſands at one ſtroke. 
They have not ſenſe to apply it, and to aſk 
themſelves, Suppoſe the ſword of the Al- 
mighty ſhould be turned againſt me next, 
am not I as great a finner as any of thoſe 
who periſhed in the late carthquakes? What 
would become of me, if I ſhould be cut off 
in a moment, as they were? Alaſs ! my body 
and ſoul would be miſerable for ever and 
ever. My conſcience is awake, and aſſures 
me that I cannot eſcape the wrath to come, 
unleſs I get my fins pardoned, and ſecure an 
intereſt in the Judge of all the earth. This 
I will ſeek night and day with prayers and 
tears until I find it. May the Lord Jeſus 
put theſe -3 reſolutions into the heart of 
every careleſs ſinner, and may he give you 
grace 
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to carry them into execution immedi- 
ately ; to which I ſhall encourage you under 
two or three ſhort remarks, which I have to 
make on what has been faid. 

And firſt you have heard, that it is of the 
ſpirit of chriſtianity, to make believers watch 
for their Lord's coming ; and it keeps them 
always watching, becauſe they know not, 
when he will come d when the judg- 
ments of God are upon the earth, as they 
are remarkably at preſent, then it inſpires 
them with ſtricter watchfulneſs. The greater 
the danger is, the more watchful are x 
You hear what has been offered upon theſe 
heads, but being determined not to give up 
your fins, it does not affect you. You are 
as cold and lifeleſs, as if I had been talking 
upon a ſubject, in which you were no way 
concerned. Would to God there were none 
of you in this ſtate. How many ſoever care- 
leſs ſinners might come here to day, I with 
not one of them was to go away without 
finding ſome uneafineſs of conſcience, and 
fome true, and deep, and laſting conviction 
of fin. If any of you leave the church with 
as much careleſineſs as you came, how do 
you ſtupify yourſelves, that no ſenſe of dan- 
ger can alarm you? Lord! what is man, yea 
finful man, that he ſhould think himſelf 
ſafe, when the earth has been for many days 
quaking and trembling, and he knows not 
but in a moment he may be ſwallowed auß 
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and called to judgment. How can you 
dream of ſafety at ſuch a time as this? Per- 
haps you may diſmiſs yout fears by promi- 
ſing them, that our country is not ſo ſubject 
to earthquakes, as other places. When 
providence orders, no country can be free 
from them. We have had two earthquakes 
in this city, and though but a little while 
ago, yet they are nd almoſt forgotten, and 
fince we take no warning from them, he 
who ſent theſe two can ſend a third, and 
London way ſhare the fate of Liſbon, 80 
that this motive by which you try to quiet 
your confciences ſhould alarm them the 
more, becauſe the leſs common earthquakes 
are in this country, the more certainly ought 
they to affect you, and yet you are not af- 
fected at all. But perhaps you think you 
need not be under any great apprehenſions, 
becauſe earthquakes are only natural effects 

uced by natural cauſes. Be it ſo. What 
— do you get by this? Has the God 


of nature no influence upon theſe natural 


cauſes? Suppoſing he had none, which is 
atheiſm to ſuppoſe, and a natural cauſe 
ſhould deftroy you and fend you to hell, 
would this make your torments more ſup- 
portable? If you could go and tell the poor 
ſinners who periſhed at Liſbon, that it was 
not providence which deftroyed them, but 
only a natural cauſe, what good news would 
this be to them? They are deſtroyed _—_ 
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for ever, and the cauſe of the earthquake is 
of no conſequence to them? They are only 
concerned about the effects of it, and * 
now give thouſands of worlds, if they had 
them, that they had been found watching. 
And ſo will you, if you take not warning 
from their deſtruction. They are loſt: but 
you have {till an offer of mercy. You may eſ- 
cape, if you will look more into yourſelves, 
than into the cauſes of theſe earthquakes. 
Look at the one thing Tb x au. 
Repent. Get your fig pardoned. Make 
God your friend; and then you will be 
ſafe, Let little infidel ſophers ſay 
aſe, Lt lie i. b. phi that pro- 
vidence orders and directs even 9 = 
called natural cauſes. And when 
reconciled to him, he will make = al 
work together for your good. What he 
ſends for judgments to others will be mer- 
cies to you, and you will experience his 
love in every viſitation, be it proſperous 
or adverſe, Whoever has attained to the 
true ſpirit of chriſtian watchfulneſs is in 
this ſtate, and to them who deſire to attain 
it I make my ſecond remark. 

I am now ſpeaking to theſe perſons who 
are alarmed at the figns of the times, and 
begin to be concerned about the ſalvation 
of their ſouls. You want to have your 
hearts eſtabliſhed, that you may not be 
afraid of any evil tidings, but whenever Jour 


— 5 1 w © 
_ > — - * 
_ 0 — — 
- — | — ” 


[ 24 ] 


Lord comes you may be found watching, 
He that put this good defire into your 
minds, will place you ſecure upon the rock 
of ages, if you wait upon him. When 
you are once united to Jeſus Chriſt by faith, 
ou are then out of the reach of every ca- 
— Nothing can hurt you: for the 
guilt of ſin, from whence all your danger 
comes, is taken out of the conſcience. Vou 
know that your heavenly father loves you 
in his beloved ſon, and that he will keep 
you in the arms of his mercy in life, and 
death, and to eternity. Being aſſured of 
this, then you can watch ; you will love to 
be watching, and whenever your Lord comes 
ou will be ready to enter in with him 
into his joys. This is chriſtian watchful- 
neſs. It is always ee always look- 
ing out for death and judgment, and there- 
fore is never ſurprized. And in this happy 
ſtate all believers live, and there is no hap- 
ineſs upon earth but this. All the reſt is 
but a ſhadow of joy, and in the end proves 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit. The thought, 
that they muſt die, gives a damp to the 
higheſt pleaſures of careleſs finners ; but 
the thought that they may die in the midſt 
of their enjoyments, turns their fancied 
pleaſures into real pains. Nothing can 
make life ſweet and happy, but a conſtant 
reparation for death. And fince God has 
ſed you to ſeek this happineſs in Jeſus 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, ſeek it in the right way, and you 
will aſſuredly find it. Go to the throne of 
grace with humility and prayer. Pray 
without ceaſing. Be importunate. Knock 
at the door of mercy until it be opened. 

Hear and read the word of God. Frequent 
his table. Be found in all the ways of his 
ordinances, and he will be found of you. 

He will give you living faith working by 
divine love, and with theſe graces your 
hearts will be ſtrengthened, and enabled to 
watch, until your Lord come. And to 
thoſe who are in this happy ſtate I make 
my third and laſt remark. 

My chriſtian brethren, your Lord's com- 
mand ſhould be much in your thoughts at 
preſent, Be watchful. You find none of his 
commands grievous : for love has made them 
all pleaſant, and to keep them with a watch- 
ful ſpirit is become your delight. Faith and 
hope enable you to look out for Chriſt's com- 
ing without any fear or dread, and love 
makes watching for it ſweet and Joyful. It 
1s a pleaſure to you to meditate upon his com- 

ing. You can reflect with joy upon that bleſ- 

ſed day, when you ſhall ſee the dear object 
of your affections, ſhall behold him in all the 
glory of the Godhead, and ſhall be admitted 
into his preſence, where is the fulneſs of ever- 
laſting joys. Oh! there is heaven in theſe 
reflections. The happineſs you find in them 


diſpoſes you earneſtly to wiſh and pray for 
D the 
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the great day of your Lord's appearing. 


And his repeated commands to you to watch 
for it Keep you watchful. It would be no 
ſurprize to you, if you were this moment to 
lift up your eyes, and to ſee the crucified 
Jeſus coming in the clouds with power and 
great glory, to hear the loud trump of God 
calling you to judgment, and to behold the 
dead riſing out of their graves, the earth in 
flames, and to feel yourſelves caught up in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Are not 
theſe hopes the joy of your hearts? I know 
they are. You long to meet your beloved 
Lord and Saviour. And are you all in this 
happy fituation ? Say. Have you ſuch pure 
and perfect love for the judge of all the earth, 
that you wiſh and pray and watch for his 
coming? Aſk your conſciences, as if I put 
the queſtion to every one of you by name, 
is this your caſe ? Every true believer can 
without preſumption declare : Glory be to 
God, it is my happy ſituation ; through grace 
I wait for the coming of my moſt bleſſed and 
adorable Saviour, and in his ſtrength I now 
watch, and hope, whenever he comes, to be 
found watching. Oh that his good Spirit 
may bring every one of you into this watch- 
ful frame and temper of mind, and may he 
enable you all now to aſk it of him in the 
prayer of faith, and I know of no words 
more ſuitable to the ſubject, or more truly 
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pious, than theſe which our church has 
taught us to uſe on this day. 
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O Lord Jeſu Chriſt, who at thy firſt 
coming didſt ſend thy meſſengers to pre- 
pare thy way before thee : Grant that the 
miniſters and ſtewards of thy myſteries, 
may likewiſe ſo prepare and make ready 
thy way, by turning the hearts of the diſ- 
obedient to the wiſdom of the juſt, that 
at th ſecond coming to judge the world, 

we may (all be watching and praying, and 
may therefore ) be found an acceptable peo- 
ple in thy ſight, who liveſt and reigneſt 
with the Father and the holy Spirit ever, 


* one God, world without end. Amen, 
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